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For fans of Sarah Dessen and John Green, this is a breathtaking debut about a couple who fall in

love...twice.Before: Reena Montero has loved Sawyer LeGrande for as long as she can remember.

But he&#39;s never noticed that Reena even exists...until one day, impossibly, he does. Reena and

Sawyer fall in messy, complicated love. Then Sawyer disappears without a word, leaving a

devastatedâ€”and pregnantâ€”Reena behind.After: Almost three years have passed, and

there&#39;s a new love in Reena&#39;s life: her daughter. Reena&#39;s gotten used to life without

Sawyer, but just as suddenly as he disappeared, he turns up again. Reena wants nothing to do with

him, though she&#39;d be lying if she said his being back wasn&#39;t stirring something in her.After

everything that&#39;s happened, can Reena really let herself love Sawyer LeGrande again?
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How to Love could have easily been a 4--or maybe even 5--star book, but there was one massive

problem: Sawyer. Sawyer literally stole those stars one by one. POOF! GONE! He just chipped

away at them every time he pulled a jerk move that made me want to pummel his face in with

rocks.How to Love started out pretty strong for me. I had kind of a morbid interest in it, very similar

to My Life After Now by Jessica Verdi. Teenage pregnancy? I was curious. I wanted all the details; I

wanted to know exactly how/when/why it happened. But FYI, they never actually tell us how she got

pregnant. NEVER. That's what I wanted to know. We don't know when it happened, or if they used

a condom or not. All we know is that she woke up with morning sickness one day.At first, I could



really relate to Reena. She was the girl who loved quiet summers playing card games and hanging

out with her best friend. But all around her, people were "moving on". She lost her best friend to the

drinking and partying scene. I could totally relate. Reena just wanted things to be the way they

always were; she didn't want things to change. She wasn't interested in partying or any of that."I

wasn't shy, exactly. That's never what it was. I just didn't know how to do this, is all, the clang and

chatter of high school.""I had no friends in tenth grade. Okay, that's dramatic. I had friends. I didn't

eat lunch alone on a toilet seat or anything. Mostly, I just didn't eat lunch. I went to the library."THAT

WAS ME!!! I could totally relate.But everything went to the dogs as soon as Sawyer stepped on the

scene...I feel like we were supposed to love Sawyer despite his faults.

I picked How to Love up off my stack last night after finding my mind wandering listlessly away from

the book I was trying to read. The writing kept losing me, the characters insisting on overstating

everything and questioning themselves ridiculously. I was lost. So I grabbed Katie Cotugno's debut

novel and flipped to the opening page. Now this is writing, I thought almost immediately. I'd read

almost universally positive reviews of this one, and I had high hopes for a contemporary with meat

on its bones and characters I could see and hear and care for. From the first page, Reena's

gasping, tight narrative sucked me in. And I settled in happily for a late night.Reena Montero always

planned on seeing the world. She planned to be a travel writer and share her experiences with other

worldwide vagabonds. She even got accepted early into Northwestern's writing program and was all

set to kick the dust of her hometown behind. Except she didn't. Instead, she got pregnant. The

baby's father, her sometime boyfriend and all-time crush, left town before she could tell him. And

she's spent the last couple of years becoming a mother, raising her baby girl Hannah, working at

her father's restaurant, and taking community college night classes. She doesn't even recognize her

life anymore. And then Sawyer comes back to town. They cross paths in the local 7-Eleven, and he

acts like everything's fine. Like he didn't disappear without a trace, leaving her heart in smithereens

and her baby without a father. But there's so much water under the bridge between Reena and

Sawyer at this point, she can hardly summon the will to fight anymore. And so Sawyer works his

way back into her life once more, just like he's always done.
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